
 

 
CONCORD Development Education Forum 

Linking communities across the world offers the opportunity 
to understand the impact of global decisions within a local 
context. How do our actions affect those in other nations 
who may live half a world away? The fostering of 
relationships through linking can alter for the better the way 
the world works and how people view others, so that 
together we can achieve a different and better world. 

Desmond Tutu 

 

 

Consultation for the preparation of a Commission communication  on EU approach to democratic local 
governance, decentralisation and territorial development  

 

Position  of the CONCORD Development Education Forum  

 

The CONCORD Development Education Forum (DEF), one of four core working groups of CONCORD, the 
European NGO confederation for relief and development, welcomes the European CommissionÕs consultation 
on the role of local authorities in global development.  

With this contribution, we would like to highlight a crucial, but often neglected aspect in the reflection on local 
actors:  

The role of local authorities in intercultural dialogue,  

development education and awareness raising.  
 

For the majority of people living in Europe it is local development initiatives and projects and the role of local 
authorities that have the most significant influence on changes to local environments, and peopleÕs access to 
state resources, legislation and infrastructure. Local authorities have an extraordinary capacity to affect changes 
for millions of citizens, and in an increasingly globalised and multi-cultural world their role as mediators and 
interlocutors becomes increasingly important.  

In the ÒEuropean Consensus on DevelopmentÓ, it states that the ÒEU will pay particular attention to development 
education and awareness raisingÓ1. In addition, the ÒEuropean Development Education ConsensusÓ2 outlines 
role, objectives, principles, target groups and challenges of development education. The European Commission 
Communication Òon a European Agenda for Culture in a globalising worldÓ3 states cultural diversity and 
intercultural dialogue as the first priority for a European strategy on culture. This shall be achieved through (1) 
mobility in the cultural field and (2) the promotion of intercultural competences and intercultural dialogue. 

Partnerships between local authorities present a unique opportunity for exchange between citizens North-South 
at the local level and to contribute to the above mentioned commitments. 

Intercultural dialogue and competences are essential for fostering societies which are aware of globalisation, 
which understand causes and consequences of global challenges and in which citizens assume the role of a 
responsible actor of globalisation. Co-operation between local authorities, which goes beyond technical 
cooperation and which includes meaningful partnership and exchange of various actors at a local level (e.g. 
schools, associations, cultural groups, unions, churches, womenÕs movements) can make a substantial 
contribution to development education and intercultural dialogue. 

                                                        
1 Part I, section 4.3, paragraph 18 of the European Consensus on Development 
2 ÒThe European Consensus on Development: The Contribution of Development Education and Awareness RaisingÓ. This document was 
elaborated by members of a wide range of organization and institutions (including EC, European Parliament, members states, international 
organizations, local authorities and civil society). It is available in 22 European languages from DG Dev A4 
3 COM(2007) 242 



 

However, this co-operation has to be founded on fundamental principles, such as reciprocity, equity, 
commitment, shared values, sustainable development, respect, community wide participation, communication 
and challenging stereotypes based on historical experiences (such as colonialism).4 

The European Union has considerable experience in promoting local exchange and mutual understanding, one 
of the best examples probably being the French-German Treaty of Friendship, which created the basis for a 
multitude of town partnerships and thus helped to overcome historical hostility between the countries5. A future 
ÒEuropean-African Youth OfficeÓ (following the example of the French-German Youth Office) could help to 
promote intercultural dialogue and development education in European and developing countries on a local 
level. Municipalities and local civil society (NGOs) as the source and host of such an exchange should play a 
crucial part in this dialogue. 

 

The CONCORD Development Education Forum therefore recommends: 

- To consider partnerships between municipalities in Europe and in the developing world as essential 
means for the promotion of development education, intercultural competences and intercultural dialogue. 

- To insist on mutual learning, exchange of competences, meaningful partnership and dialogue instead of 
a simply one way donor-recipient relation. 

- To avoid a simply technical approach in partnerships between local authorities and consider the cultural, 
education and sustainable development elements for both sides. 

- To value the experience and competence of civil society and NGOs in this sector. 

- To provide sufficient and additional funding for the establishment of meaningful cultural and educational 
twinning projects. 

- To institutionalise partnerships between local civil society organisations and local authorities in the North 
and in the South in order to involve citizens from the beginning at a grassroots level in the twinning 
programme. 

- To promote joint actions which have double impact both on southern and northern territories. 

- To use decentralised cooperation to support coherent policies of local development (for example 
concerning good gouvernance or sustainable local policies in both territories). 

- To build up on successful experience in cultural and educational twinning and partnership within the 
European Union, such as the French-German town twinning or the French-German Youth office. 

This position paper has been approved by the members of the CONCORD Development Education Forum in June 2008. 

Contact: deepali.sood@plan-international.org (DEF chair), t.troll@deeep.org (DEF secreteriat) 

The CONCORD Development Education Forum  works to deepen European public awareness and promote a critical 
understanding of international development, solidarity, and issues related to global mutual dependence. It aims to foster the 
participation of all citizens in the European Union, in worldwide poverty eradication, and the fight against exclusion. We seek 
to encourage and influence more just, equal and sustainable economic, social, environmental, human rights based, national 
and international policies. The CONCORD Development Education Forum is made up of 43 European NGDO platforms and 
networks, and extends beyond CONCORDÕs membership to include representatives from Romania, Bulgaria, Cyprus, 
Estonia and Lithuania, making it a truly pan-European working group.  

Development education  is an active learning process, founded on values of solidarity, equality, inclusion and co-operation. 
It enables people to move from basic awareness of international development priorities and sustainable human development, 
through understanding of the causes and effects of global issues, to personal involvement and informed actions of European 
citizens and public institutions. The concept of development education is a complex and multidisciplinary, taking different 
forms across the EU, including awareness raising, formal, non formal and informal education, life-long learning, campaigning, 
advocacy, training and learning. It involves a diverse range of players, predominantly non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs), civil society organisations (CSOs), trade unions, educators, the media and public institutions. 

                                                        
4 A comprehensive outline on why and how to establish links between local partners provides the ÒToolkit for Linking: Opportunities and 
ChallengesÓ, published by UKOWLA Ð One World Linking Association on behalf of BUILD Ð Building understanding through international 
links for development 
5 Other good examples are the Baltic Sea youth cooperation (www.balticsea-youth.org) or the Barents area youth cooperation 
(www.byco.ru/en/index.php), which include national, local, regional and civil society actors.  


